KATHERINE JOHNSON
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List several contributions and
achievemnents of this person:

=% BIO SNAPSHOT

List several facts
about this person:

Choose one quote said by this
person and write it below:
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Thank you for considering this LINKtivity for your classroom, but before
you make a decision - you should know that you can get access to this

LINKtivity + PLUS our entire library for about the same price as a single
LINKtivity!

The results are in: Teachers LOVE LINKtivities... and want more! So, we've
made it SUPER easy and cost effective for you to access any and ALL of our
LINKtivities inside our LINKtivity Learning membership option! Instead of
purchasing just ONE LINKtivity - why not get access to ALL of them... for about
the SAME PRICE!

INSIDE THE MEMBERSHIP YOU'LL HAVE UNLIMITED ACCESS TO:

@ The entire growing LINKtivity® library inside the Membership |
(LINKtivities for all content areas)

<J, ALL future LINKtivities to be added to the membership (new

releases each month!)

<¢’ Teacher guides to help you set up each LINKtivity® successfully in
your classroom

Student resources that go along with each LINKtivity (printable
OR digital)

Kid-friendly rubrics and answer keys for each
LINKtivity®

‘\I


https://www.linktivitylearning.com/plans/?utm_source=potential_buyers&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=buyer_awareness&utm_content=linktivity_sample_pdf
https://www.linktivitylearning.com/plans/?utm_source=potential_buyers&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=buyer_awareness&utm_content=linktivity_sample_pdf
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‘What do you think was the bigges

Katherine Johnson was a brilliant mathematician and NASA scientist who played a crucial role in the early days of space exploration. Her
calculations were instrumental in the success of historic missions, including the trajectory calculations for Alan Shepard, the first American in
space, and the Apollo Il mission that landed humans on the Moon. Despite facing discrimination, Katherine Johnson’s determination and talent
earned her numerous accolades, including the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 20I5. Katherine Johnson’s legacy continues to inspire future
generations in the pursvit of scientific discovery and equality. In this Mini-Biography LINKtivity on Katherine Johnson, students will learn about
Johnson’s early life, her accomplishments and contributions to NASA and the space race, and her legacy that continues to inspire
generations.
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Katherine Johnson was born on August 26, 1418, in
White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia. From a young age, Katherine displayed an extraordinary
ability to work with numbers. She had a deep curiosity about the world around her. Despite facing
challenges due to racial segregation, she pursued her passion for mathematics with determination.
Katherine's brilliance led her o skip several grades in school. She attended West Virginia University,
where she excelled in her studies, graduating with degrees in Mathematics and French.

@ NASA CAREER AND SPACE EXPLORATION

NASA Career and Space Exploration. In 1953, Katherine Johnson joined the National Advisory

[« for (NACA), lbecame NASA. At NASA, she became a "human
computer,” performing complicated calculations that were crucial for early
space missions. Johnson’s amazing math skills made it possible for NASA to plan out
missions that had never been done before. She worked on the mission that sent the
first American, into space. Her ions were also cruci

the 1969 Apollo Il mission, which successfully landed humans on the Moon.

@] LASTING LEGACY

Katherine Johnson's contributions to space exploration remained mostly unknown
for many years. All that changed in 2015, however, when she gained widespread
recognition when President Barack Obama awarded her the Presidential Medal of
Freedom. Her story was further brought to light in the book and movie "Hidden
Figures,” which celebrated the achievements of Katherine and her fellow African
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the importance of perseverance, intelligence, and breaking down barriers.
Katherine 's impact on ics, science, i

continues 10 inspi
their dreams.
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about this figure's
contributions and achievements.

(@) Click each lightbulb below to \ !
learn "
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Katherine Johnson played an impertant robe in calcviafing the
pathways and erbits for spoceships during early space missions.
$he was known s a “hurman computer” becouse ot the fime,

to math pr g pen and paper
instead of by wing technology. Her complicated caleviations
were crucial for the success of missions Bke the first American
in space, Alan Shepard's flight in 6L Her knowledge of math and
science continued to be necessary for other missions, including
Astronaut John Glenn's historic orbit around Earth.

@ click the ¢ and > 10 see quotes,

() Girls are capable of
doing everything men
are capable of doing.

>\66 PHOTOS

learn about this figure's
contributions and achievements.
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One of Katherine Johnson's most significant
accomplishments was her work on the Apolie Il

) mission in 1969, which successfully landed humans on
uﬂ the Moon. Johnson's complicated calculations
ensured the spacecraft's accurate path to and from

the Moon. Her heroic efforts led to the historic
achievement of astronauts Neil Armsirong and Buzz
Aldrin walking on the surface of the moon.
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Katherine Johnson was born on August 26, 1918, in
White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia. From a young age, Katherine displayed an extraordinary
ability to work with numbers. She had a deep curiosity about the world around her. Despite facin
challenges due to racial segregation, she pursued her passion for mathematics with determinatio
Katherine’s brilliance led her to skip several grades in school. She attended West Virginia Universi
where she excelled in her studies, gradudting with degrees in Mathematics and French.

@) NASA CAREER AND SPACE EXPLORATIONM

NASA Career and Space Exploration. In 1953, Katherine Johnson joined the National Advisory

Committee for Aeronautics INACA), which later became NASA. At NASA, she became a "human
., performin; i ions that were crucial for early

space missions. Johnson’s amazing math skills made it possible for NASA to plan out

missions that had never been done before. She worked on the mission that sent the

first American, Alan Shepard, into space. Her calculations were also crucial for

the 1969 Apolio Il mission, which successfully landed humans on the Moon.

LASTING LEGACY

Katherine Johnson's contributions to space exploration remained mostly unknown

for many years. All that changed in 20I5, however, when she gained widespread

recognition when President Barack Obama awarded her the Presidential Medal of

Freedom. Her story was further braught 1o light in the book and movie "Hidden

Figures,” which celebrated the achievements of Katherine and her fellow African

American female mathematicians at NASA. Katherine's legacy extends beyond / |

her groundbreaking calculations. She became an inspiring figure, demonstrating

the importance of perseverance, intelligence, and breaking down barriers. \
Katherine Johnson's impact on mathematics, science, and space exploration @ (

continues 1o inspire young minds fo reach for the stars and pursue
their dreams.
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Perfect for English
language learners or
students who covuld use
a little extra support!




Student & Teacher Resources

Recording Sheet for LINKtivity

Lesson Plan

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 2 B
What is a LI'JS"UP"I}"- '@
Who is [:pr:ci{ ¢ person) and what makes
him/her unique !

Moie: This besson plan can be wsed with any mini-Eiogrophy LIMKiity.

| Biography LINKEny®
CCRARIO KWL student thest
Blography student sheet [optional)
Chart paper/markers OR SMARTboard /Whiteboard

Proview the rruhi-l:-u-:-graphﬂm;} thot you have selected for your sudents.

Plan for how you will share the UNKiivity with students [ex. assign link in Google
Classroom, prepare OR codes, stc)

Prepare a KWL chart on chart paper of EMARThuﬂnﬂfhﬁltubnmd.

Print the KWL and biography student shests.

Lesson Introduction (5-10 min.) Lesson Activity (20 mins)

» Introduce the essential questions. Have students complate o Eﬁrﬂph‘r

s Intraduce the parion(s) your siudents will | LINKtivity, sither one assig to
be exploring ond prazl'-'lcE| aach sudent | them or of their own selaction. Whils
with a KWL student sheet. navigating the LINKtivity, studants
sk What do you know about thas |-.|qu the option to complete the
person? What do you want to know biography student sheet
abaut &”:‘ person? . Optional Extsnsion Activities
Have students complete the first two ke vartual fleld tri

) i ] s Lo MmuLtemi,

columas of the chart. Nota: If your whols historical stes, or places related to the
class 13 axploring the same perion, you person’s life wsing a 1ool like Caagle
can complete this chart together on a Farth
SMARTboard /whiteboard. if each . Have swdents record a podcast episode
student 15 complating a differant person, abaut thoir porson
have them complate a KWL for their o M"‘ﬁ"‘fﬁf where students
specific person. chosen indridual to eduonte others

Lesson Conclusion [2-5 min.)
Review esantial questions and have students share their responses in light of what
they kave learned. Have students complete the final column of thair KWL chart
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What this quote means to me:

What do you think was the biggest impact made by this person?

{what | learned).
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Also available in Google Slides! |



